Ms. Ford’s Future Authors

Seventh Grade Language Arts 2016-2017
Class Description

Seventh grade ELA class is designed to increase your child's communication skills through reading, writing, speaking, and the study of the English language. Our goals are as follows: to master different types of writing, to demonstrate the rules of grammar and mechanics, to increase spelling and vocabulary skills and overall, to prepare for the seventh grade STAAR writing test and reading test, and to increase the confidence, skills, critical thinking and academic success as a reader.
Course of Study

The ELA curriculum consists of several Units of Instruction: Foundations of Reading and Writing.

	Reading Focus
	Writing Focus

	Narrative Texts (Fiction and Narrative Nonfiction)
	Personal Narrative

	Informational Texts
	Revising/Editing a Personal Narrative, Prewriting/Drafting an Expository Essay

	Fiction
	Revising/Editing an Expository Essay, Prewriting and Drafting a Myth

	Literary Analysis (Novel, Drama, Poetry)
	Expository Text (Response to Literature)

	Informational Text
	Persuasive Essay, Multimedia Presentation


Gradespeed
You will be able to see your child’s up-to-date class average at any time on Gradespeed.  Check this site often to see you child’s current grade or if he or she is missing assignments.
Grading Policy

Your child will be graded formally and informally each day using a wide variety of assessments: homework, class work, projects, quizzes and tests.
The grade weights are as follows:
Homework- 10%
Classwork-30%

Quizzes- 20%
Tests/projects/essays- 40%
Required materials:
· One 3-subject spiral notebook (any color)

· Yearly supply of notebook paper

· One three-holed, zippered pencil bag

· Writing utensils: black and blue pens (Pencils not allowed except for scantrons)
· Highlighters

· White-out correction tape   (NO LIQUID CORRECTION WHITE-OUT or LIQUID PAPER)
· Sticky Notes

· One 1 1/2-inch binder

· Dividers with pockets

Classroom Expectations

1. Be Prompt                        Arrive to school and class on time.

2. Be Prepared                     Bring all necessary supplies and assignments to class.

3. Be Polite & Respectful    Respect teachers, classmates, and school property.

4. Be a Participant               Be an active learner and stay on task.

5. Be Positive                        Always put forth your best effort; don't be afraid to try.
Homework Policy

Homework is assigned at the discretion of the teacher.  All students are expected to write homework assignments in their agenda.  Students may correct homework as a learning opportunity, but this will not replace the original grade.

Late Work Policy

No late classwork/homework will be accepted after the next class period.  A 10-point deduction will be taken from all assignments that are a day late.

Academic Dishonesty

A student who is caught cheating or plagiarizing will be assigned a grade of ZERO for the assignment.  See Student Handbook for further details.
Food/Drink Policy

There will not be food or drinks allowed in the classroom.

Academic Policies and Procedures

See Student Handbook

Contact Info:

Kford3@houstonisd.org
Kford3.weebly.com

713-295-5240 ext. 064227
